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AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 


LEWIS LE COUNT CONGA 


Who departed this life, in the Divinity College at Anglover, January 6, 1810, 


THIS amiable and promising 
youth was born of respectable 
and pious parents, at Newark, 


New Jersey, May 12,1788. He 


was an only son, and the eldest 
of three children. At an early 
agey he began to disclose a mind 
formed for reflection. When he 
was no move than three years 
old, he was able to read: and 
having, at that age, read the 


first chapter of Geneeis, he took - 


particular notice of the third 


verte, asking for an explanation 


of its meaning, and making some 
remarks on the /ight, there men- 
tioned, which he saw shining 
around him. Anxious to under- 
stand whatever he read, he fre- 
quently proposed questions which 
his parents found it difficult to 
answer. From his infancy he 
manifested a disposition uncom- 
monly pleasant, and full of sen- 
etbility and tenderness. He was 
never known to torture an im- 
sect, or any animal. ‘The per- 
sons and characters of his teach- 
ers and school-mates, he treated 
with great respect and delicacy ; 


and he received in return a large. 


© W 


share of their love and confi- 
dence. 
that he always took the part of 
the oppressed, but never de- 
claimed against the oppressor. 
His manners were as gentle and 
modest, ag his feelings were soft 
and affectionate. To these dis- 
positions were added a native de]. 
icacy of taste, a creative fancy, 
and a vigorous intellect. It isnot 
wonderful, that a mind thus con- 
structed should have formed aw 
early and passionate attachment 
to the works of Cowper. While 
yeta child, he drank in the senti- 
ments, and entered deeply into 
the teelings, of that tender and 
interesting poet: and it is not 
too much to say, that in the ex- 
treme delicacy, atid exquisiteness 
of his sensibility, in the modesty 
and sweetness of his manners, ii 
his constitutional difidenee, and, 
I may add, in his poetic powers, 
he bore a very perceivable resem- 
blance to the author of the Task. 

At the age of fourteen, his 
mind became impressed by the 
pewer of Divine truth, in a seas 
son of uncqmmon attention fe 


It has been remarked, 
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religion in his native town. 
These impressions, though they 
did not at once issue in saving ef- 
fects, seem never to have been 
wholly effaced. Of this, his sub- 
Sequent attention to the means of 
grace, the scberness of his life, 
and the serious productions of his 
pen, were sufficient proofs. 

At the age of sixteen, he was 
admitted a member of the junior 
class in Princeton College ; where 
he made such proficiency in lit- 
erature and science, that, at the 
time of taking his bachelor’s de- 
gree, he was distinguished by one 
of the first honors allotted to his 
class. 

Within a few weeks after leav- 
ing College, he attached himself 
to a very respectable office in 
Newark, and commenced the 
study of the law. What his repu- 
tation and prospects were, at that 
time, will appear from the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from 
the gentleman under whose in- 
struction he was placed. 


“ Lewis L. C. Congar was 
recistered in my office as a stu- 
dent at law, on the 16th of April, 
1806 ; but did not commence a 
recular attention to the duties of 
the office, until the November 
following. 

‘fT soon discovered, that he 
was a young man of a correct 
and discriminating mind, though 
his great modesty and diffidence 
were calculated to veil his talents. 

‘¢ The rapid progress which he 
made in his studies, and the cor- 
rectness and great integrity with 
which he conducted the business 
of the oftice, during my occaston- 
al absence, secured to him my 
unbounded confidence and affec- 


tion, 





“ So dignified and respectable 
were his manners, so peaceable 
and amiable his deportment, that 
he engaged the esteem of my 
family, and even my infant chil- 
dren lovedto hang upon his knees. 

‘* Flattered with the progress 
he made, I pleased myself with 
the idea of one day introducing 
to the bar, a member who would 
do honour to the profession. In 
this fond expectation, however, 1 
was disappointed. But I thank 
God, that this disappointment 
has since proved to me a subject 
of heartfelt gratitude and joy. 
AA few days before he left my of- 
fice, I observed him more silent 
and pensive than usual ; and one 
morning, (I think about the mid- 
dle of September, 1507,) he 
came into the office, and instead 
of going to his own seat, as usu- 
al, sat down by my side, and 
seemed very thoughtful. TI ask- 
ed him what was the matter, and 
whether he did not feel well: 
he answered that he did not feel 
cheerful. After a short pause, 
he observed, that upon the most 
mature reflection he thought the 
protession he had engaged in was 
not the one most calculated to 
make him useful, or happy ; 
and intimated a purpose to en- 
gage after a short time, in 
the study of divinity, ***#####® 
With tears in his eyes he gave 
me his hand, and after expressing 
his attachment to me in strong 
terms, and the regret with which 
he left a place which he had been 
so long in the habit of daily at- 
tending, he tookan affectionate 
leave. We seldom met after- 
wards, as our inclinations drew us 
in opposite directions, and attach- 
ed us to different companions. 
Though I retained my respect for 
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him, I am ashamed to confess, 
that I felt considerable chagrin at 
his leaving me, under what I 
then thought a mistaken appre- 
hension of Divine things. But, 
blessed be God ! my own views 
have since been materially chang- 
ed, and what was once my regret 
has been converted into a subject 
of praise and gladness. 

** Shortly before his departure 
for the Eastward, he called to 
congratulate me on the happy 
change which he supposed it had 
pleased God, in his sovereign 
mercy, to workin my heart. But, 
at that time, I durst hardly thank 
him for the joy he expressed, as 


it was 2 moment when a sense of 


my depravity and guilt lay heavy 
upon me. We saw each other 
again on the day he left town, 
when he held me by the hand for 
sometime. We engaged to re- 
member each other at the throne 
of grace, and then parted to meet 
no more in this vale of tears. 
Joserx C. Hoanprower.” 


In the month of September, 
1807, Mr. Congar, as is sug- 
gested in the foregoing extract, 
became a subject of that wonder- 
ful work of Divine grace, which 
agitated, astonished, and reform. 
ed, many hundreds i in that part 
of New Jersey, and filled twenty 
contiguous congregations with 
rapture and praise. Neither his 
amiable disposition, nor his mor- 
al life, nor his respectful treat- 
ment of Divine institutions, could 
cover him, when the terrors of 
the Lord were set in array against 
him. When the commandment came, 
sin revived, and he died. He 
needed no evidence, besides what 
his own bosom furntshed, to 
canvince him that the cerszal mind 
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gron was 


is enmity against God. He saw 
himself to be a guilty, ruined sin- 
ner, who, for more than nineteen 
years had only cumbered God’s 
earth. Hesaw himself to be justly 
condemned, and to have no hope 
but from sovereign grace. He 
had awaked, and found himself in 
the hands of an angry God; and 
he saw that he could do nothiag 
to appease the wrath, which 
threatened to sink him to the 
lowest heil. At this crisis, it 
pleased God to shine in his heart, 


to sive the light of the knowledge of 


the glory of God in the face of Sesus 
Christ. One evening, while he 
was kneeling in his chamber, he 
obtained the first glimpse of the 
glorious perfections of God. 
The sublime and amazing realiuy 

of Three in One, and One in Three, 
was distinctly came to his 
mental sight. he fuiness and 
grace of the ever srg Trinity 
so drew forth his soul, and raised 
him to contemplation so extatic, 
and so astonishing, that he was 
lost to himself, and unconscious 
of the lapse of time. Flow long 
he remained in that posture he 
did not know ; but when he rose 
from his knees he was surprised 

find his candle burned down 

into the socket. 

About the same time hig sisters 
appeared to obtain the like grace. 
What the emotions of the parents 
were, wien, after travailing in 
Lirth for their children, tor several 
weel;s, they heard them sing with 


one voice; //osannas to the Son of 


David, can never be conceived, 
but by those who.have experien- 
ced the same joy. 

Tho subject of this memoir 
possed a mind too solid and cor- 
rect to be visionary. fais rebh- 
rateonal, becanse it cale 
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led into action all the powers of 
a judicious and discriminating 
mind ; it was/full of feeling, be- 
cause it took a strong bold of his 
heart. His was the religion of 
refined and elevated feeling, like 
that of the sweet Psalmist of /srael. 
it wasa religion, which, as it uni- 
ted his heart to God, prompted 
him to devotion. With Baxter’s 
Saint’s Rest, his Bible, and his 
God, he spent two or three hours 
in his chamber every evening. 
But his religion was not confined 
to the closet. It chastened and 
enriched his conversation 5 it Te- 
eulated his manners ; it influen- 
eed his hfe. His life was at once 
« pattern wail a reprooi to older 
Christians, 

‘The writer of this eketch had 
‘Le best opportunity for the last 
‘wo years, to observe him im va. 
Tit us situ 1aLiONS, to watch his daiiy 
conversa tion, went to penetr afe m- 
to his private hours ; and he can 
unhesitatingly say, that though 
ie Saw muchina him to love, and 
much to admire, he knows not 
what he evcr fonnd to censure. 

On the 6th day of March, 
1808, Mr. Corgar. with ninety 
six others, presented himself be- 
fore the Lord, and by the col- 
emn and significant formality of a 
public profession and covenant, 
was admitted to the communion 
of the Presbyterian Church in 
Newark. All his views of this 
life and the life to come being now 
changed, he began soon atter to 
address himself in earnest to prep- 
arations for the Gospel ministry ; 
an office to which his parents had 
early, and ardentiy, and persever- 
ingly devoted him. Having 
prosecuted his studies for twelve 
months, under the care of the 


Presbytery of New York, he ob- 








Count Congar. [Dece 
tained leave of his Presbytery, in 
April, 1809, to remove to Ando- 
ver, and to attach himself to the 


Divinity College. 


On the 28th day of May, he 
left his father’s house, to enter it 
no more foreyer. He left a nu- 
merous circle of friends, who 
doted cn him to excess, to see 
their iacesno more. He left his 
native scenes, the favorite walks 
of his early youth, to find a grave 
in a distant land; to die far from 
the bosom ot his friends, without 
a parent or a sister to close his 
eves ; but to draw forth the kind- 
ness and the tears of strangers, a3 
trough they had been his parents, 

and his sisters, and his brothers. 

‘i here was tomething so inter- 


esuing ) in this amiable youth, that 


none could see him long without 
loving him. Whde he resided 
at Andover, he won the aftec- 
tions of his fellow-students, and 
of his instructors, to ne common 


cegree, Fle was regarded by ail, 
28s one of the brightest or 
ments of the ¢ ‘ollepe, as well on 


account of his endearing mav- 
ners, and humblie piety, as of lis 
talents and acquistiions. Llu 
those he was beioved ; tor these bis 
wasie:pected. lLiis mental! exer- 
tions in that seminary brought to 
light the powers and qualities of 
hismind. He was found to pos- 
cess a taste deiicate and correct, a 
fancy sprightly and chaste, a 
sound and logical mind, capable 
of deep research, and passionate- 
lv fond of digging for the treas- 
ures of Oriental learning. He 
had a judgment as correct, and a 
discretion as wise and wakeful, as 
men of piety and Jearning com- 
moniy possess ig the high noon 
of life. But the brightest Pe rt 
of his character, was bis deep 








and ardent piety. Nothing was 
so much upor his heart, as the 
kingdom of Christ. He had 
great desires for a revival of re- 
iigion in the place where he liv- 
ed. For this he prayed, and for 
this he labered. Nor did he 
pray and labour altogether in 
vain. ‘The pious conversation 
which he held with particular 
famikes, in his occastonal vicits 
to them, appeared to be attended 
with a divine blessing. ‘Though 
he early left this stage of action, 
he left, we have reason to think, 
sume spiritual children behind 
him. There are a few who will 
visit his grave, and bless God 
that the dust deposited there was 
once animated with life, 

His last iiness commenced on 
Thursday the l4th day of De- 
cember. As his fever put on a 
mild appearance at first, no alarm 
was excited for two weeks. 

On Thursday the 28th of that 
monih, it became apparent that 
his case was criticai. But as his 
reason continued only tll the fol- 
lowing Sabbath, he had little op- 
portunity to contempiate the 
near approach of death. [Tew of 
his words, tierefore, have been 
preserved. Those few were writ- 
ten down at the time by his room 
mate, who has since arranged 
them in the form of the rollowing 


NARRATIVE.* 
In the former part of his sick- 


ness, his principal concern was 
lest he shouid be impatics. ; and 
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* j*his wareative iias already been 


Published, im an anvend:x to a fanerai 
sermon Dre a at Newark, by the 
aes Mr. komen ards. fi is inere rejus- 
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his principal request, that his 
friends would pray for his recov- 
ery; but especially that God 
would give him patience and re- 
signation, that he might not cast 
a reproach on religion. He 
repeatedly said, Since 1 am so weak 
and unable to pray, you must pray 


for me, and request all my friends to 


pray for me. He desired submis- 
tion ; and God in a remarkable 
degree, gave him the desires of 
his heart. 

We found it difficuit to learn 
his feelings, because he would 
not complain. The first thing 
which indicated in him an appre- 
hension of his approaching disso- 
Jution, was the following request ; 
You know the sermon I have been 
writing, onTrustingin God. Though 
it 18 in a very unfinished and imper» 


fect state, I wish you wuld ask Dr. 


Grifin to arrange it, and send it 
home to my parents: it may be some 
comfort to them. ‘This request he 
made repeatedly. 

On Friday night, Dec. 29, a 
week before his death, being asx- 
ed whether he wished to see com- 
pauy, he replied, J shall be glid to 
see sume whose faces will refresh me, 
though I cannot talk tothem Satur. 
day was his last rational day, and 
his happtest day. In the morning 
he said to me, J think it would be a 
wonder if I should get well of this 
fever ; don’t you think so? 1 said, 
Do you think much of dying? He 
answered, Some. How does it 
appear to you? Very solmm: JI 
have lived a very unprofitable life to 
die on. I donot know but God in- 
tends to takeme away. If so, [ hope 
he will prepare me. Jt is a great 
thing to exchange worlds, and to go 
inia the immediate presence of God. 
Buta happy thing —happy jor those 
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who will enter into his eternal— 
Oh how precious is Christ ! I think 
I should be happy to spend an eternity 
with him. Ithink I long for the en- 
Jsoyment of heaven, for the purity and 
Aoliness of the heavenly state. Iam 
@ poor, worthless creature ; but I 
hope that Christ will support me, and 
take me to himself. If I may sit in 
the lowest place at his feet, aud gaxe 
upon the beauiies of his face, it is 
enough for me. When the light of 
heaven first broke in upon my soul, [ 
think I took Christ for my Allin All: 
aad now he must be my Allin All. 
L think I do love Christ. 

Saturday forenoon, I said to 
him you feel weak ? He replied, 
Yes but Christ is and I commit 
myself to him —[after a pause. ] 
It is a glorious exchange—(a littie 
after.] Jf it were not for these 
truths, I must sink in despair. 

About noon he said, J save en- 
joyed the great truths of the gospel 
very much to-day. I feel happy that 
I amin the hands of God. One of 
his friends said to him, can you 
testify to the preciousness of 
Christ ? He answered, Yes f can: 
bets very lovely. 

Saturday evening, I said to 
him, How do you feel now ? He 
replied, J feel composed and happy. 
I have gives myself upto God, to 
carry me through this fever just as he 
pleases. Do you still wish to see 
Dr. G. :—[with eagerness. ] Has 
he come ? | told him, he had not. 
/ want to see him, said he, but itis 
all right. Do you think I shall see 
him before I die ? I asked him 
whether he thought it best to in- 
form his parents of his sickness ? 
He replied, J have thought that it 
evas not best. Dut if you please, 
vou can take the letter which I have 








begun, and add to it that I am sick, 


and that they must leave me to the 
care of God. 
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Late on Saturday evening, he 
asked me, Which is the sweetes: 
part of the Bible ? I said, Which 
do you think? He answered, 
There are many sweet parts: there 
tsa grand description of the charac- 
ter of God,——The Lord, the Lord 
God Almighty——No ; how is it ? 
I repeated the passage to him. 
Yes, [continued he, with earnest- 
ness, ] the character of God is amia- 
ble, excellent, all perfection. 

Sunday morning, he said, /? 
seems to refresh me to see the mor- 
ning once more. One of his friends 
asked him how he did. He ans- 
wered, J am alittle more composed, 
L have views of Christ that 
are affecting. Afterwards, in a 
broken manner, he dictated a 
note for public prayers, asking 
for the presence of God, and for 
support under the trial which he 
hadto sustain. After this his 
reason gradually failed, till he 
Was entirely deranged. He 
continued in that state, ex- 
cept one short interval, till his 
death. 

In thatinterval he only expre:s- 
ed a solicitude about my health, 
and repeated his request re- 
specting the sermon before men- 
tioned. -He died on the fol- 
lowing Saturday, a quarter past 
one, A.M. His death was ape 
parently easy. He appeared to 
fall into a sleep, from which we 
could not awake him. O, my 
brother! my brother! I could 
almost say, would to God I had 
died for thee ! 

A. Jupson, jun. 





He found a grave at Andover : 
and on the marble which marks 
the spot, weeping memory has 
written the fellowing  inscrip- 
tion. 
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1810.) Eife of Lenis 
In 
| Memory of 
Lewrs Le Counr Concar 
of 


Newark, New-Jersey, 
a member of 

The Divinity College, 

who departed this life 
Jan. 6th, 1810, 

in the 22d year of his age. 
An only son, 
the hope of his parents and 
sisters, 
and distinguished 
by uncommon talents, 
amiableness, and piety, 


he had excited great expecta- 


tions, 
and died much lamented. 
‘«¢ By strangers honor’d, and by 
strangers mourn’d.” 


In the manuscript sermon 
which he left asa legacy to his 
parents, there is one clause so ap- 
plicable to them, that I had sup- 
posed it to have been written in 
his last illness, and with special 
reference to their approaching 
trial, until I discovered that it 
had been written before. Had it 
been dictated by the spirit of 
prophecy, it could scarcely have 
described, with greater exactness, 
either the peculiarities of their tri- 
al, or the resignation and suppert, 
which it has pleased God to afford 
them. The following is the clause 
alluded to: 


isxtract from Afr. Congar’s 
ermion. . 


“Do you see those parents 
who have lost the thild of their 
love, the darling of their hopes? 
He was suddenly cut off, while 
they were carrying him along 
in their fond expectations, te éta- 
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tions of future dignity and useful- 
ness. Often had they thanked 
God, while on their bended 
knees they dedicated their child 
tohim. But God, by a severe 
stroke of his hand, has taken him 
away, and now the sympathizing 
friends are assembling to do the 
last sad office, and commit him to 
the grave. Hark! did you hear 
those parents murmur? Do you 
hear them complaining ? Is it any 
wonder ? Let us draw near and 
attend. Ah! these are not the 
tears of murmuring grief ; nor is 
this the language of complaint. 
That countenance is calm; and 
the smiles which appear through 
those tears, show that there is un- 
speakable peace within. Did you 
not hear them say, We would 
not have it otherwise, contrary to 
the will of God, if we could ?” 


How far the dear youth was 
here unconsciously describing a 
scene which was soon to be acted 
in his father’s house, and of which 
he was te furnish the occasion, 
the follewing letters will shew. 
The first is from the afflicted 
father. 


Newark, 13th Jan. 1810. 

“I received your two kind 
letters, informing us of the illness 
of our dearson, onthe Sth inst. 
just before sunset ; and the other 
two, informing us of his death, 
last evening. When I received 
the first two, I was much over- 
come with the attention paid te 


him,and the great exertions made. 


for his recovery ; especially the 
numerous prayers that were as-. 
cending for his life. I began se- 
riously to fear that my weak 
nerves could not long support the 


tkock. But bleseed be God whe 
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comforteth those who are cast 
down ; who considereth our 
frame, and remembereth that we 
are dust! he did not suffer me to 
wait long for support. Soon af- 
ter 1 had read your letters, Mr. 
Crane came in and informed us, 
by means of a letter from his son 
John, of the comfortable state of 
Lewis’s mind. I replied, when 
1 heard this, 2s good old Jacob 
did on a very different occasion, 
but perhaps net more consoling, 
(not intending however to com- 
pare myself with him,) Jt is 
encugh ! and perhaps I might have 
added, Lewis my son is yet alive, 
and that in a more eminent sense 
than Joseph was. It being about 
tea time I did not know whether 
I should be able to sit at table ; 
but I considered it my duty. 
When I attempted to ask a bies- 
sing, the first thought which oe- 
curred to me was, that God does 
his pleasure in the armies of heav- 
en, and among the inhabitants of 
this world. With this, if 1 am 
not greatly deceived, I felt highly 
pleased and satished. Very soon 
after, while at the table, it was 
suddenly and powerfully impress- 
ed on my mind that Lewis had 
joined a little company of the 
redeemed, and had begun his 
sweet and everlasting song. I 
do not know that it would have 
appeared much more real, if [ 
had heard and seen them. Had 
I endulged the ideas that were 
pouring in upon my mind a Iit- 
tle longer, I do not know wheth- 
er I could have supported them. 
I therefore Jet the pleasing sub- 
ject drop ; and shail leave it to 
be known and enjoyed hereafter. 
This was a precious evening to 
me. ‘The next morning, while | 
was sitting by the fire, the follow. 





e es. 
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ing lines contained in that little 
hymn book which I got reprinted, 
dropped into my mind with pow- 
er and sweetness. Inthem 1 saw 
what I ought to be, and what I 
hoped, in some measure, through 
divine grace, | was. 


‘* With silent and submissive awe, 
Adore a chast’ning God.”’ 


Since this, if I know my 
heart, my principal desire, (if } 
have had any desire at all, that 
he should live,) has been that he 
might be instrumental in building 
up the cause of the Redeemer, 
and saving precious sonls ; but 
even this desire, I trust was in- 
dulged with humble submission 
to the divine will, Our times are 
in God’s hand: therefore every 
circumstance respecting him has 
been ordered by infinite wisdom 
and goodness. This has been a 
precious day. Bless the Lord, O 
my soul ! and let all that is with- 
in me bless his holy name! But 
how shall I proceed? His dear 
mother ! what heart rending 
work! her heart was truly 
bound up inthe lad. Neverthe- 
less she says ** The cup which rry 
heavenly father bath given’ m+, shui! 
I not drink it ? How much mercy 
is mixed in the cup ! Could I but 
have been fhere to soothe his dy- 
ing bed and close his eyes !” 
Though she appears to have some 
moments of relief, yet her an- 
guish returns with poignancy 
again, and she refuses to be com- 
forted, because he is not. May 
he, who hath promised not to 
leave hts people comfortless, com- 
fort her, and enable her to rejoice 
that his will is done. His sisters 
also are much afflicted. May 
the Lord of his infinite mercy 
sanctify this trial to us all, and to 
allwho may be acquainted withit. 
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Give our most affectionate es- 
teem and respects, to all the pro- 
fessors, physicians, and students, 
who have been so solicitous for 
his welfare. May the blessing of 
many ready to perish come upon 
thefh, and be their reward. 

The family all send their love 
to you and yours. 

Your most affectionate friend, 

JoserpH Concar.” 


The following extract of a let- 
ter from David D. Crane, Esq. 
will not be read without interest. 


Newark, Jan. 15th, 1810. 

‘J will give you a sbort ac- 
count of the family of Mr. Con- 
gar. It fell to my lot, to be the 
bearer of the news of his son’s 
sickness; but the family had re. 
ceived your letters, and had just 
had time to read them, when I 
urrived at the house. I found 
them all in tears, ‘Lhey asked if 
John had written. 1 informed 
them that he had; but I thought 
it best not to Jet them know that 
night the contents of my son’s 
letter. The next morning I 
showed it to them. They seem- 
ed to be sweetly resigned to the 
willcf God, and to rejoice in the 
assurance that every thing which 
eould be done for their son and 
brother, would be done. 

On Friday last, your letters of 
the 6th and 7th, and John’s of 
the 6th arrived, bringing us the 
melancholy tidings of his death. 
I was present before the letters 
‘were read in the tamily, and af- 
ter preparing the way for some 
time, I read them. You must 
necessarily think that they were 
all overwhelmed; but no; the 
pious father, without a groan, 
aged almost without a tear, meek- 
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ly exclaimed, The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away 3; blessed 
be the name of the Lord !—Never, 
never did I see such sweet come 
posure, and humble resignation 
to the willof God. I said with- 
in myself, O the excellence of 
true faith! How glorious did 
that promise appear, 4s thy days, 
so shall thy strength be. Asa fur 
ther proof of the father’s support, 
while the mother’s anguish was so 
ereat as almost to break ‘her 
heart, with her two daughters 
drowned in tears, I heard him say 
to her, My dear, you must not 
complain: itis the Lord’s will. 
She answered, Though nature ts 
distressed, I hope I do not mur- 
mur. He then turned to his 
daughters ; and with a calm, se- 
rene countenance, and the great. 
est tenderness, cautioned them a2- 
gainst murmuring at the hand 
which had inflicted the awful 
stroke. I again said in my heart, 
O the blessedness of religion in an 
hour of trial. He then again 
turned to Mrs. Congar, and said, 
You have often in my glooms 
counselled me, to look upwards : 
now in my turn, I will recom- 
mend it to you.—Then (I had al- 
most said with the countenance 
of an angel,) he calmly said, 

‘© Upward I lift mine eyes, 

From Godis all my aid, 
The God that built the skies, 
And earth and nature made ; 
God is the tow’r 
To which I fly, 
His grace 33 nigh 
In every lrour.”’ 

I said to myself, it is enough, 
Then I realized what Cowper 
meant when he'said, 

‘* Give what thou canst, without thee 
we are poor, 

And withthee rich, take what thon 
wilt away.” 


_ 











Ican say no more on this dis- 
tressing, yet comforting subject : 
fam a poor painter ; ‘the half I 
have not told you, the remainder 
{ must leave until I see you. 
Mr. Richards yesterday preached 
« funeral sermon on the occasion, 
from the words of the Psalmist, 


Be still, and know that IT am God. 


It was truly a solemn house. 
I have matter enough to fill 
another sheet, but | must close. 
I remain, my dear friend, 
Sincerely yours, 


D.D. Crane.” 


The public have now before 
their eyes some of the fruits of 
those revivals of religion, which 
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God has been carrying on in our 
country. What now will be 


thought of such revivals, and of 


the religion which they produce ? 
Can any better religion be found 
than that which has power to 
adorn the human character @vith 
virtues like these, to support the 
soul in adversity, and to give it 
animation and triumph ina dy- 
ing hour ? For what purposes do 
men need any religion? What 
ends must a religion be capable 
ef answering to command the 
suffrages of the wise ? Let those 
who object to revivals, show 2 
better religion than this. 


Pan. 








RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
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THE SCRIPTURE LTOCTRINE OF 


WHEN the Essay; in the 7th 
number of the present volume of 
the Adviser, 1n which the doc- 
trine of election is stated, was 
prepared for publication, it was 
not the intention of the writer to 
pursue the subject any farthe 
But, it has since appe: ared to cae 
that it might be aiaka) to eahibit 
some farther evidence of the truth 
of the doctrine, as stated, and to 
answer some popular objections. 
It must be remembered, that the 
dictrine is, "That God, from eter- 
nity, lotencetng Rats when atone- 
ment shou!ld be made for the sins 

men, and when salvation 
should be freely and graciously 
offered to their acceptance, they 
would all ungratefully reject the 
ower, was pleased, i in mete sove- 


ELECTION PROVED. 

reizn grace, to choose some of 
them ‘to Salvation, through 
sanctification of the _ Spirit, and 
belief of the truth.” It is not, 
that some were chosen, that 
atonement might be made for 
their sins in particular ; for 
Christ is a propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. In choos- 
ing some to salvation, God con- 
temp! lated sinners as actually re- 
jecting salvation, when offered te 
them, through an atonement, al- 
ready made. And ashe contem- 
plated them as actually rejecting 
salvation, when graciously offer- 
ed, he chose them, not because 
he foresaw that they would believe 
and obey the gospel, but “ unite 
obedience, and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ ;”? not be- 
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eause he foresaw, that they would 
be holy, but, “ that_they might 
be holy, and without blame be- 
fore him in love.” Such is the 
doctrine, which the following 
observations are designed to 
prove. 

1. It is a plain doctrine of the 
Bible, that some of mankind are 
saved, and that others perish in 
their sins. Our Savior, himself, 
has solemnly assured us, that, at 
the day of judgment, a final sep- 
aration shall‘-be made ; and that 
some “shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment,” and others, 
‘“‘ into life eternal.” Pm 

Those, who are saved, are 
those only, who are sanctified, and 
who believe the truth, or those, 
who become holy. “ Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” ‘“ He 
that believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved ; but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” 
‘¢ Follow—holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord.” 

3. To sanctify men, orto make 
them holy, and to cause them to 
believe the truth, is entirely the 
work of God, by his Holy Spirit. 
Naturally, men are all unholy ; 
and when called upon to repent, 
and turn unto the Lord, or to be- 
come holy, they utterly refuse. 
When kindly invited to the gos- 
pel feast, they will not come. In 
this wicked refusal, they persist, 
: until their hearts are renewed by 
s the Divine Spirit, and they are 
: f made willing. Those, to whom 
power is given to become the sons 
8 of God, even those who believe 
on the name of Jesus, are ** born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
te bat of God.” Hence Paul says 


‘to Christians, “ By grace are ye 
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saved, through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God.”?—“ Not by works of night- 
eousness, which we have done ; 
but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.” It clearly ré- 
sults, 

4, That God either has chosen, 
from eternity, or does choose, in 
time, some persons, “ to salva- 
tion, through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and beliet of the truth.” 
This inference is unavoidable, un- 
less God actually sanctifies and 
Saves men, without ever designing 
it ; which, surely, no one will pre- 
tend. The apostle Paul, though 
once among the chief of sinners, 
is now among the saved. How 
did he obtain salvation ? Thrceugh 
sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth. But, how 
came Panl to be sanctiGfed, and 
to believe the tr Did he 
sanctify himself, and produce 
faith in his own heart ? No, cer- 
tainly. When Christ called, he 
refused. He was even exceed- 
ingly mad, and breathed out 
threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of Jesus. But, the 
Lord had mercy on‘him, sent his 
Spirit to renew and sanctify his 
heart, and caused him to believe 
to the saving of hissoul. It was 
all the work of God; and to him, 

-aul himself gives all the glory. 
Was this work effected, then, 
without desion ? This cannot be 
pretended. What, then, is the 
fair conclusion ? Certainly, that, 
either from eternity, or in time, 
God chose, or de ag to 
sanctily the heart of Paul, and to 
effect his salvation. The same 
reasoning Is : ‘pp plicable to every 


individual who is caved. Bet, 
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5. If God does ever choose 
some persons “ to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spir- 
it, and belief of the truth, then, 
being infinite in perfection, he 

nust have thus chosen them, from 
eternity. 

That God is, and has ever been, 
infinite in wisdom and knowledge, 
abundant in goodness, and un- 
changeable, is generally admit- 
ted, by those, who profess to re- 
ceive the Biblé as an unerring 
standard of faith. As God has 
ever been infinite in knowledge, 
he must certainly have known, 
from eternity, as well as he 
knows now, or can know at the 
day of judgment, who would be 
saved, and who would perish. 
ys his h nie knew, certainly, when no 
other being, but himself, had ex- 
istence ; when, dicbefors. the ex- 
ister ce of all creatures, and all 
their circumstances, must have 
depended, entirely, on his own 
sovereign pleaftre. Can it be 
otherwise, then, than that he him- 
self, fixed the certainty of those 
things, which he then knew 
would be effected? If he then 
knew that one would be saved, 
and that another would perish, 
how could he know these things, 
but as things, the certainty of 
which himself had established ? 
But thisis notall. Being infin- 
ite in knowledge, and wisdom, ke 
must have known, from eternity, 
in every conceivable instance, 
what was wisest and best, as well 
as he can ever know ; and being 
infinitely and unchangeably g good, 
hé must have been just as aiack 
disposed to choose what was wis- 
est and best, us he can ever be. 
“The consequence ts, he must al- 
ways have chosen just as he now 
chooses. Jt must be confessed, 


that when God actually sent his 
Spirit to renew and sanctify the 
heart of Paul, and to form hima 
vessel of mercy prepared unto 
glory, he in his infinite wisdom, 
saw it best, and, in the exercise 
of his infinite goodness, chose, that 
the heart of Paul shc:ld be sanc- 
tified, and that he should be sav- 
ed. But, as God was ever in- 
finite in knowledge, there could 
not possibly be any reason, why 
it was then best, that Paul should 
be sanctified and saved, which 
was not equally in the view of 
God, from everlasting. Hence, 
as with the reasons, which he 
then had in view, his infinite 
goodness then disposed him to 
choose, that Paul should be sanc- 
tified and saved, and as he al- 
ways possessed the same goodness, 
and had always the same reasons 
In view, we may be certain, that 
he must, from eternity, have 
chosen the same thing. Does 
not the truth of the doctrine of 
election, then, rest immoveably, 
on the infinite and unchangeable 
perfection of Jehovah? If some 
are saved, and some do perish; 
if those, who are saved, are those 
only, who are sanctified, and who 
believe the truth; if those, who 
are sanctified, are all sanctified by 
God himself ; if, when he effects 
a work of Swictification he choos- 
es, or determines, to effect it ; 
and if God be infinite in knowl- 
edge and goodness, and unchan- 
geable, can it possibly be, that he 
has not chosen some * to salva- 
tion, through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth,” 

from cternity? It is not necessa- 
ry; however, to rely, solely, on 
these obvious deductions for evi- 
dence, in support of thedoctrinein 
question, It is supported, also, 








i The Scrip fur 


§. By many very plain decla- 
rations, of scripture, which are di. 
rectly in point. In the discours- 
es of our Savior, we find particu- 
lar and frequent mention of the 
elect, and of those, who were 
given to him. He told his disci- 
ples, that, in the last days, false 
Christs and faise teachers should 
arise, Who, were it possible, 
should deceive the very e/ect ; and 
that tor the elecé’s sake, the days 
of tribulation should be shortened. 
and he satd, “All thatthe Fa- 
ther giveth me shall come to me.’’ 
And again, * This is the Father’s 
will, that of all that he hath 
given me I sheuld lose nothing : 
but should raise tap again at tle 
last day.”” Now, who are these 
elect, amd those, who were given 
to Christ, bur those, who were 
‘* chosen in him, from before the 


foundation of the werld, that 
they should be holy ;”? who were 
s* chosen unto salvation ;”? who, 


therefore, should never be fatally 
deceived by imposters, and who 
shall certainly be raisedup, and 
glorified with Christ at the last 
day ? What Christ says concern- 
ing his sheep in tke 10th chapter 
of John, also, strongly implies the 
doctrine, which is tig conside- 
ration. The apostle Paul, in bis 
writings, is also very full 3 and ex. 
plicit, in asserting this doctrine. 
In the 8th chapter of his epistle 
to the Romans, he has this very 
remat ae passage.” “ And we 
know that ail things work togeth- 
er for mee to them that love 
God, to them, who are the called 
according to his purpose.” It 
must be carefully observed, that 


this gracious assurance respects 


» 


those, “ who love God; and 
that those, who love God, are 
those, * who are called according 
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to his purpose.” 
what purpose ? 
can it be, but 


\ccording to 

What purpose 
that purpose of 
God, which the same apostle, in 
another place, cails “ the eternal 
purpose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” ‘fhe 
apos tie procecds, ‘ I 
lie did foreknow’—-How fore- 
know ? There 18 a sense, certatn- 
ly, in which God forcknew all 
men. But, these were evidently 
foreknown in a peculiar, and ap. 
propriate sense. Whuatcan be in- 
tended, then, but that they were 
foreknown as those, who, being 
called peer rding to Ged's pur- 
pose, should love him? “ For, 
whom he did foreknow, he also 
did “ephin stage to be confor 
to the image of his Son.” 
it be care fuily observed, 
they were predestinated, 
“to be conformed ta the 
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imace 


of God’s Son.” And, what can 
it be, to be conformed to the im- 


age of God’s Son, but to be made 
like Christ ; to become possessed 
of his Spirit? Is it not to * put on 
the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge, after the tmage of 
him that created him?’ “ More 

over,” continues the apostle, 
sw hom | ie did predestinate, them 
e also called.’ How did he 

li them ? No doubt, effectuailr, 

“i his Spirit. He cailed them to 
that, to which they were predesti- 
nated. “ And, whom he called, 
them he also justified; and whom 
he justified, them he also giori- 
fied”? Here, the apostie has ex- 
hibited a brief summary of the 
plan of divine grace, respecting 
individuals who are saved, in its 
proper order. It begins, with the 
eternal purpose of God, to con- 
form them to the tmage of his 
Son, and issues in their final glo. 
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rification. Were it needful, the 
avhole of the 9th chapter of this 
epistle to the Romans might be 
cited, as decidedly in point. In 
this chapter, which the reader 
may do well to re-examine, with 
much attention and candor, the 
apostle appears to have discussed 
this subject, not incidentally but 
with design ; and he has answer- 
ed some of the objections, whicn, 
to this day, continue to be urged 
against it. He directly asserts 
the doctrine of election, and the 
soveretonty of God, in making 
this election ; declaring, that 
‘he bath mercy on whom he will 
— mercy ; and whom he will, 
ke »hardeneth.” Inthe [1th chap- 
ter of the same epistle, the doc- 
trine is again brorght into view, 
and forcibly insisted on. In view 
of the then existing state of the 


Tsraelitish nation, the question 
naturally arose, .¢ Hath God cast 
away his people 2” — To. ths 


penton the apostle 
“God forbid LGlod hath not cast 
away his people, whem he fore- 
knew ;” thatis, evidently, whom 
he toreks new, ashbis elect. <Ac- 
cording'y, he goes onto notice, 
that, even in the most dark and 
gocenerate times, with that na. 
tion, God had always a remnant 
among them. 
Elijah, when the prophet was 
ready to conclude, that there were 
none left in Israel on the Lord’s 
side, but himself alone, the an- 
ewer of God assured him, that 
he had reserved to himself seven 
chousand men. ‘¢ Even so then,” 


7 “=rTore 
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ys Sem apostle, there is at this 
nresent time nee ah a remnant ac- 
cot rding to the election of grace.” 
‘© What then ?? he demands. 


— : } ae 5 
What is the conclusion ? “ Israel 
; ’ 


. . *. 
rath got obtained that which he 
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seeketh for ; but, the e/ection hath 
obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded.” To the Ephesian 
Christians, the same apostle says, 
“ Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings, in heavenly places,” or 
things, “in Christ ; according as 
he hath chosen us in him, that 
we should be holy, and without 
blame before him in love ; having 
predestinated usto the adoption 
of children, by Jesus Christ, to 
himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will’? Letit be 
observed, that those Christians 
were blessed with all spiritual 
blessings, according as they were 
chosen in Christ ; that they should 
be poly, and without blame before 
him in love, and predestinated to 
the adoption of children. 'To the 
Thessalonians, also, Paul says, 
“We are bound to give thanks 
alway to God for you, brethren, 
beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath, shia the bezinning, cho- 
sen you fo salvation, thr ough ‘sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth.’ To Timothy, too, he 
‘* Be thou partaker of the 
ailictions of the gospel, accord- 
ing to the power of God; who 
hath saved Us, and -catled us with 
an holy calimg, not according to 
our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace, which 
was given Us in Christ Jesus, be- 
fore the world began.” The 
apostle Peter, in the very intro- 
duction cf his first epistile, holds 
the same language. ‘ Peter, an 


apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 


strangers, scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, end Bithynia, elect accord- 
in g to the ! fore. > knowledge of God 
hrough sanctifica- 
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tion, unto obedience and sprink- 
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ.?? 
Alter what has already been said, 
can these passages need any com- 
ment? Are they not plain, intel- 
ligible, and decisive ? Many other 
texts might be easily adduced, 
were it needful, in which the Pg 
trine under consideration is either 
directly asserted, or fairly imp!t- 
ed. But, can more evidence pos- 
sibly be wanting ? Does not the 
doctrine rest, immoveably, on 
the broad foundation of the infi- 
nite perfection of Jehovah? Is 
it not firmly established, by the 
scriptures already cited? And 
who, desiring to indulge any hope 
of salvation, can wish it removed? 
If such be, indeed, the awful de- 
pravity of the human heart, that 
sinners will not come unto Christ, 
that they may have lite, unless 
God make them willing, who 
will ever be saved, unless God do 
sanctify the hearts of some, and 
cause them to believe? Surely, 
notone. In whom, then will God 
effect this work of sanctification, 
unless he have, trom the begin- 
ning chosen some to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spir- 
it, and belief of the truth? In 
no one, certainly. Could this 
doctrine be proved false, then 
what would be the effect, but to 
annihil ilate every well grounded 
hope of salvation, and plunge 
every sinner into the horrors of 
‘etter despair ? 
TROPHINUS. 


narod 
ON FORE-ORDINATION. 
That God has fore-ordained 


whatsoever comes to pass, many 
have been taught to believe, The 
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sentiment has, in many places, 
been received, with all that im- 
plicit faith, which is due to di. 
vine revelation. ‘There are some, 
however, how on the stage, who 
venture to dispute, or, at least, 
to doubt, whether the sentiment 
be true. 

It is not the present design of 
the writer to investigate the sub- 
ject, nor toattempt to decide on 
this question. He means, only 
to enquire, on w hich side of the 
question it would be most agree- 
able, to certain characters, that 
the truth might be feund. His 
object is to show, that, however 
~~ may speculate on the subject, 

the fcelines of different charac- 
ters, will be in favor of the differ- 
ent sides of this question. 

That we may have the subject 

clearly before us, it may be prop- 
er to state, that if all events are 


fixed by an immutable decree of 


Jehovah, this must have taken 
place in connection. Events must 
have been determined, if deter. 
rained at all, with all their rela- 
tions and dependencies. Many 
events take place, which no be- 
ing, and, especially, no good be- 
ing could have chosen tor their 
own sake. Ifthe supreme Being 
have a plan, means and ends mt 
beincluded. Some things must 
have been chosen on their own 
account; others must have beea 
chosen only as means, by which 
things desirable in themselves 
might be accomplished. In suck 
a plan there must have been some 
important object in view, and all 
events must have been chosen ia 
relation to that ultimate design. 
The laws of moral agency with 
which we are acquainted, will es. 
tablish the truth of the foregeing 
statement. ‘his being established; 
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On Fore-C 


it will not be dificult 
the doctrine of 
Will bo P: 
hearts are 


rect, With 2 


to sce, that 
fore-ordination 
thos: whose 
dehiehted with the ob- 
view to which alt 
things have been pre-determined. 

kt will be equaily wegen that 
hose wAo are opposed to the ob- 


easing’ to 
é 


ect will not desire that the doc- 
trine ol sarc tech should be 
true. 

| é An 


llustrate this-idea, let it be 
sapposed, that when Ahab was 
sighing for Naboth’s vineyard, he 
had be cn told, that the continu- 
ance of Naboth in the inheritance 
of his father’s was the ultimate 
purpose of Jehovah, and that he 
had fixed on a plan, and pre-de- 
termined all eveats in such a man. 
ner as toensure the accomplish- 
mentof this design, Is it not ev- 
tdent, that thedoctrine of fore-ordi- 
nation, would, in this case, have 
been very disagreeable to Ahab? 

But suppose, on the other hand, 
he bad been told that God from 
all eternity had determined to 
give him the vineyard of Na- 
both, and that he had tore-ordain. 
ed all events with a view to this, 
would not Ahab have turned his 
face trom the wall? Would not 
his countenance have brightened ? 
Would he not have earnestly en- 
quired, /s it true ? 

Let the intemperate person be 
told that God has decreed to de- 
prive him: of all the gratitications 
of the bottle, and fixed on all e- 
vents with a view to this, and 
would he not hope ee doctrine 
would prove to be false? But let 
him be told the chepeeont of God 
were all to terminate in filling 
his cups, and would it not be his 
heart’s desire and prayer to God 
that the doctrine of divine decrees 
might prove to be trmey 
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By these illustrations it may ap- 
pear, that those whose hearts ac- 
cord with the uliimate purposes 
of Jehovah, will be pleased if they. 
find evidence to convince them 
that God has fore-ordained what 
ever comes to pass. It is equally 
evident that those who are Oppo- 
sed to the divine purposes, will be 
fond ef believing the doctrine to 
be false. 

The foregoine illustrations 
may be applied to the doctrine of 
personal, and particular election. 
"This is included’ in the fore-ordi- 

nation of whatever comes to pags. 
Whether this be true or false, it 
will be remembered is not our 
presentinquiry. ‘The doctrine of 
election, as it is understood by 
those who embrace it, consists in 
the eternal page of God to 
produce such a change in the 
hearts of certain individuals as 
will render them friendly to his 

cause. Those of consequence 
who are friendly to the cane, 
will be pleased with the doctri 
Consider a person who is aiming 
at the highest seat in the govern- 
ment. te knows, however, that 
his fellow citizens are unfriendly 
to him, 2 and that he shall not be 
raised according to his wi:he 
unlesstheir dispositions are chang. 
ed. Let him be told that God 
is determined to produce such a 
change in every instance in which 
it will be most favourable for 
him to obtain his wishes, and thet 
in this way he will certainly be 
raised to the highest seat in the 
gevernment. Would he nog re- 
joice to believe that God had 
elected some to be friendly to his 
designs? And if he were as 
friendly to the cause of God, 
he is to his own emelument, 
te and 


wonld he not rejoice 
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evidences that some were elected 
to a state of friendship with 
God? 


The inferences from this sub- 


ject will, at present, be left to the 


reflections of the reader. 
ALBERT: 


SSS ee 


FRAGMENTS. 


—— 


From a London Magazine. 


BION: GF A DYING, OR DECAY- 
ING CHRISTIAN. 


1. When you feel such cold- 
ness or indifference about the pub- 
lic worship of God, that you tre- 
quentiy neglect it, and eager- 
ly catch at every trifling circum. 
stance as a plea for this neglect. 

2. When in the most solemn 
exercises of religion, you feel a 
languor of affection, a weariness 
and an impatientdesire for its con- 
clusion. 

3. When you feel a less de- 
sire than formerly to see and con. 
verse with eminent and lively 
Christians, and especially whea 
you feel a disposition rather to 
avoid, than seek their company 
and conversation. 

4. Whea you feel a backward- 
ness to introduce religious conver- 
sation in your friendly visits ; or 
when you are in company with 
your neighbors, and when this 
conversation is imtroduced by 
others, you are desirous tu give 
ita different turn. 

5. When few sermons will 
please you, and especially those 
which are the most clear, faithful, 
tryin g and pungent. 

6. When you think you know 
@nouch, 
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7. When prayer is burden- 
some, and you live in frequent 
oe of it. 

When you seldom read the 
Bible. 

9. When you concern yourself 
more about the orthodoxy of yotr 
head, than of your heart. 

10. When ygu take more satrs- 
faction in disputing about the 
doctrines, the forms, and the cer- 
emonies oh religion, than in con- 
versing on the subjects of - chris- 
tian. experience, and in devising 
means by which to benefit your 
own soul and the souls of others. 

ll. When yaware not prepar- 
ed to meet the sabbath, through 
the incumbrance of worldly cares 
and business. 

When you had rather be- 
tray the cavse of Christ and the 
credit of religion by keeping si- 
lence than to vindicate his name 
and. cause, when it would subject 
you to ridicule, contenipt and suf- 
fering. 

13. When evil treatment ren- 
ders you impatient, passionate and 
revengeiul. 

14. When you feel little or no 
trouble and.uneasiness on account 
of your secret sins, which you 
expect will never meet the public 
Vie Ww. | 

15. When you harbor a secret 
grudge against those, who have 
faithfully reproved you for your 
faults. 

16. When you are more anx- 
iousio have afflictions removed 
than sanctified. 

17. When great sins appear 
smaller than formerly, and small- 
er sins seem none at all. 

18. When your tongue utters 
more complaint on account of 
small calamities, than language 
of praise for great mercies. 
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When it gives you pain to 
hear the just praises of your neigh- 
bour, and you allow your tongue 
to insinuate things to his disad- 

vantage. 

2). When you labor with more 
pleasure for the meat which per- 
isheth, than for that which endur- 
eth unto everlasting life. 

21. When you find greater 
satisfaction in the company of the 
world, than with the people of 


God. 


THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE. 

It was an excellent reply of a 
friend of mine, said Mr. E...., 
when a gentleman took him up 

















Pearl of Great Price-—Trusiees’ Report. (Dre. 


on the leads of his house, to shew 
him the extent of his possessions ; 
waving his hand about, * There,” 
says he, “that is my estate.” 
Then pointing to a great distance, 
on one side, ‘* Do you see that 
farm ?” “ Yes.”? * Well, that is 
mine.” Pointing again to the 
other side, ** Do you see that 
house?” ‘ Yes.” That also be- 
longs to me.’”? Then, said my 
friend, ** Do you see that little 
village out yonder :” ¥es.” 
“* Well, there lives a poor woman 
in that rei, who can say more 
than allthis.”” «« Ah! What can 
she say??? “ Why, she can Say, 
Christ is mine.”? He looked con- 
founded and said no more. 
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To the Vermont M lisstonary So- 
ciety non convened at Brook- 
field, their Trustees make the 
te LON ing 


REPORT. 


AGREEABLY to the consti- 
tution of the Society the Trustees 
proceed to exhibit a ‘** summary 
report of their proceedings'during 
the past year.” 

The ‘l'rustees lament that their 
means have. been so dispropor- 
tionate to the necessities of the 
new -settlements. They confi- 
dently trust however that the 
cause of the Redeemer has been 
advanced by the instrumentality 
of the Society and that he whose 
blessing alone can give success to 





the most active efforts will not 
despise the day of small things. 
Since the last meeting of the 
Society the following persons 
have been appointed for the time 
and with the designation against 
their respective names: Rev. 
Lemuel Haynes, 12 weeks, South 
part of the State; Rev. Evans 
Beardsley, 16 weeks, central ; 
Rev. Samuel Leonard, 12 weeks, 
Seuthern ; Rev. John Lawton, 
8 weeks, Southern; Rev. Ebene- 
zer Hebard, $ weeks, central ; 
Rev. Ammi Nichols, § weeks, 
central ; Rev. Whiting Griswold, 
12 weeks, Northern; Rev. Asa 
Carpenter, § weeks, N. E. Rev. 
Asaph Morgan, 12 weeks, North- 
ern; Rev. Silas L. Bingham, 3 
weeks, N. E. 
The two last gentlemen perfos- 
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med their tours and made re- 
turns. Mr. Leonard spent but 
six weeks in the service of the So- 
ciety ; and Mr. Hebard’s cir- 
cumstances prevented the accep- 
tance of his mission. 

Mr. Parker, Mr. Cushman, and 
Mr. Wooster, who were appoint- 
ed before the last meeting of the 
Society have returned their jour- 
nals. The two latter labored, 
one twelve weeks, the other ten 
weeks in the northern part of the 
state ; and the former performed 
twelve weeks service in the south- 
ern counties. 

At the request of the general 
Convention, your Trustees ap- 
pointed a Committee to procurea 
large and cheap edition of a prim- 
er, which should contain the 
shorter catechism of the Westmin- 
ster divines and Dr. Watts Cate. 
chism for young children. Meas- 
ures were likewise taken to address 
the public, and ministers and 
churches in particular, on the im- 
portance of catechetical instruc- 
tion, It iscontemplated, when the 
Primers shall be procured, to de- 
posit them in different parts of 
the state, and to offér.them for 
sale, by the hundred, at first’ cost. 
When this arrangement. is. affect- 
ed it is hoped that, in each ‘socie- 
ty, a few benevolent individuals, 
who can do it without inconven- 
lence, will purchase and distrib- 
ute gratis.a supply for the whole 
parish. The’ Committee, to 
whom this business was referred 

Will probably effect the object of 
their appointment in the course of 
le autumnal or winter months. 

Upon the whole your Trustees 
onsider that the prospects of the 
‘ciety are favorable; that its 
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beneficial, and that the blessing 
of many ready to perish will come 
upon its benefactors. The Soci- 
ety have no occasion to slacken 
their efforts, but rather to solicit 
more extensive patronage, and to 
prosecute their object with more 
unremitted and more rigorous ex- 
ertions. 

The Trustees commend the So- 
ciety to his blessing, who can 
save by many or few, praying 
that the missionary spirit, which 
so peculiarly characterizes » the 
present age, may become ‘instru- 
mental of ushering im’ the era 
when all the ends of the earth 
shall remember, ail turn unto the 
Lord, and all the kingdoms of the 
world shail worship before him. 

Brookfield, Sept. 6, 1810. 








A Statement of the Fuads of tie 
Vermont Missionary Socicty, 
September 1, 18190. 


No. 1. 

Account of sums, contributed im 
the several Congregational Societies 
for the suppoert of Missions, since the 
commencement of this year. 

Windsor, East Parish $10 

Royaiton, 22 48 

Peacham, 25 

Greensborough, 5- 59 

Middiebury, 30° 2e 

Casile ton, at 

Tinmeoeurh, 9 350 

Pawier, 12 

Cambridge, 6 

Windham, 435 

Verghire, Si 99 

Salisbury 10.05 

Vergennes, 29 

Newhaven, 1; 

Pittsfor’, ae 

Earnard, $1 

Braskfield, 22 68. 
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Woodstock, N, Parish, 3 90 
Hartford, 6 42 
Berlin, 5S 56 
Weathersfield, 10 
Jericho, 9 
‘Thetford, 15 84 
Norwich, 13 66. Deduct 

one counterfeit 75 & one 

50 cents bill. Remainder, 12 41 


Westminster, East Parish, 
Aochester, 

Brandon, 

Middletown, 

W ardsborough, N. Distriet, 
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Danville, 16 70 
Fairfield, 39 
Berkshire, 4.6 
Fairfax, 47 
Westford, Q9 
Randolph, 1 
Sharon, 15 50 
Chelsea, 9 97 
Newbury, 9 35 
Cornwall, 46 86 
East Rutland, Rvs 
Underhill, ye 
Marlborough, 15 25. De- 

duct for a counterfeit bill 

7) cents, Remainder, 14 50 
Plainfield, § 
I.ssex, ar 7s 
Montpelier, 24 

HI79 19 
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No. 3. 
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Funds arising from other sources, 
than contributions, of the several Con- 


gregational Societies, 


For admission into the Missionary 


Society. 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, 
Col, Seth Storrs, 
Samuel Miller, Esq. 
Dr. Wm.G. Hooker, 
Hon. Moses Robinson, Esq. 
10 dollars Berkshire bill, 
and 5 dollars other mon- 
ey, say equal to 
Rev. Publius V. Booge, 
Rev, Leonard Worcester, 
Rev. Holland Weeks, 
Rev, Bancroft Fowler, 
Rev John Hough, 
Rev. J. Denison, 
Charles Marsh, Esq. 
Mr. Samuel Mattocks, 
fr. Enos Merrill, 


Contributions to Missionaries. 


To Rev. James Parker, 
Rev. Rufus Cushman, 


Rey. Benjamin Wooster, 


vev. Asaph Morgan, 


Rey. Silas L. Bingham, 


Donations by private Societies 


and individuals. 
By several Females, Corn- 

wall, 

Persons unknown, 

Deacon H. Huichinson, 
Tunbridge, 

A young gentleman, 

Young Ladies’ Society, 








Contributions made in 1809, but 
not received till after Ist Sepr. 
Halifax, 5 
Mar!borough 16 25. Of this 

19 50 in Coos and Hills- 

borough bills, 16 25 
EBrattleborough 7 02. Of this 

5 50 in Coos bitis, 7 02 
Wilmington 6 25. OF this 

5a Berkshire bill, and 5@ 

cents a Cheshire bill, § 25 
Benson, 16 
Cornwall, 29 735 
Waitsheld, 2 
H:izhgate, 6 
Newbury, z 5 50 
Chelsea, 13 
Fairfax, 3 06 











$109 83 





Middiebury, 

Female Society, Middle- 
bury, 

Young Ladies, Castle- 
ton, 

William Freeman, Bar- 
nard, 

Wiilis Hall, Jr. Wood- 
stock, 

Female Cent Society, 


Thetford, 
Reuben Munger, Mid- 
diebury, 
Yriends to Missions, 
Females, Danville, 
Friend to Missions, 


09 
G3 
90 
an 
ID 


be 






































1810,] 
By a Lady, Sheiburne, 2 
Rev. Nathan Waldo, 
Mrs. Grosvenor, Wil- 
liamstown, 1 
Three persons, 0 45 
Female Society, Jericho, A 20 


A Young Lady, Dorset, 1 

Kev, William Wells, 
Brattleborough, - «+ 1 

Several Females, Cornwall, 

Young Ladies Society, 
Cornwall, 


Balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer of a former 
Missionary Society, in 
Western Districis of 
Vermont, 

By Rev. Mr. Tullar, for a bill 
formerly returned to him,* 8 

Rev. Mr. Preston, fer same,* 3 


16 06 
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Disbursements. 
To Rev. Evans Beardsley, for _ 
Missionary labours, 10 


No. 5. 


Treasurer’s dicport. 


To Rev. James 


Parker, 12 
weeks mission, 

Rev. Rufus Cushman, 12 
weeks mission, 

Rev. Evans Beardsley, for 
Missionary labours, 

Rev. Evans Beardsley, for 
Missionary labours, 

Rev. Benjamin Wooster, 
10 weeks mission, 

Rev. Samuel Leonard, 6 
weeks mission, 

Rev. Asaph Morgan, 12 
weeks mission, 

Rev. Silas L. Bingham, 
8 weeks mission, 


J. D. Huntington, for 
printing: Missionary 
communications, 


To loss on 21 dolls. 50 cents 


in bills on Coos, Cheshire, 
and Hillsborough Banks, 
soldat 12 dollars, 


9 50 
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TREASURER’S ACCOUNT CURRENT. 


Lhe Vermont Missionary Society, in account current 
Scth Storrs, as their Treasurer. 


To amount of monies paid by order of the Trustees, as per state- 


ment No, 4, 


To Balance carried to credit of new account, 1 


412 50 


witR 
Dr. 


412. 


5 
301 5 
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By Balance in favour of the Society, Sept. 4. 109, 
By contributions in 1810, as per statement No.1, | 
By Contributions previously made, but not received till after Sept. 


4, 1809, as per statement No. 2, 


By Donations, °c, as per statement No. 3, 


SETH 


714 


72 
575 


109 °8 
SUL 54 





1714 05 


STORRS, 


Treasurer to V. M.S. 


SAMUEL MATT@OCKS, Ancitor. 


Middlebury, Sept. 1, 1810.. 


— ee —— 








————e 


* See Adviser, v. 
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A MORE PARTICULAR LIST OF THE 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED IN 
THE NEW SETTLEMENTS. 







Contributed to Reo. Fames Parker. 











Jer, Pratt, Bakersfield ‘ 1 00 

Swanton ° ; "ae" 2 86 

Duxbury ; 1 40 

Azel Parkhurst, Monkton » Oa 

Zelotus Roberts, do, ° 0 25 

Friend of missions in Elmore 1 00 

Asperstatement $6 76 
To Ree. Mr. Cushman, 
Londonderry ; : 10 00 
Mr. James Rogers, London- 
derry ° ° ° 3 00 
Windham . . , . 5 26 
Weston ; . : , 1 80 
Mount Holley. e ° 0 25 
Esq. Crane, Andover ° 1 00 
Mr. Joseph Abbot, do. ‘ 0 62 
Asper statement $21 93 
Jo Rev, Benj. Wooster. 
Hinesburgh ' . 2 14 
Col. Silas Hazelton, Bakers- 

field ; ‘ é‘ 3 Q 
Cambridge ‘ ‘ : 2 52 
Mr. John EKinsley, Fletcher 0 50 
Duxbury. . ; , 0.78 
Mr. Nathan Burton, More- 

tewn F , ‘ ; 1 00 
Mr. Azel Par -hurst, do 1 06 
Ceph as Car penter, Esq . do OQ 50 
Dec. Rancroft i 0 75 
Swanton 2 39 
Bir. Stephen Herrick, Se an- 

ton e . 1 00 

Jesse Rabccek, Berk- 
shire ; : ; . 0 25 
As perstatement $15 £0 

Yo Rev. Asaph Morgan. 

Esq.. Hodgkins, Belvedere eg 
Flieiche : ‘ ‘ ‘ 3 45 
Co'ches.er : ; 1 is 

Bir. Eijah Ailen, Crafgbu- 

r . ; m Ud 
Fuel. : rae i's VW o¢ sIeor ® 4, OU 
hir. O4ias Board: al, Mor- 

rigio. ‘ A 1 09 
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Yo Rev, Silas L. Bingham, 
Glover : ° ; ° 1 00 
Walden , ; . ° 1 68 





As per statement 


G2 68 
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ADDRESS. 


To promote the happiness of 
beings, who are to exist for end- 
less ages is of all things most 
worthy the pursuit of rational 
creatures. It is the great object 
of the Deity himself. For this 
purpose he framed the world, 
constituted it a theatre of action, 
and created a race of beings, in 
his own image, capable of serving 
him and enjoying him, in time and: 
eternity. Even when man became 
the slave of lust and sin, and the 
child of misery and woe, God ap- 
pointed an adequate sacrifice, pro- 
posed terms of reconciliation, and 
pledged his holy character that 
he who had trodden the wine-press 
alone, should see the travail of his 
oul. To promote the enlarge- 
ment of the Mediator’s kingdom, 
by rendering meet for eternal 
happiness, an innumerable muiti- 
tude of our fallen race, may be 
considered the object of the Dei- 
ty in continuing the world in ex- 
istence. For this purpose he has 
delegated angels with heavenly 
messages to men, and inspired 

poly men to utter things, which 
had been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world: For 
this purpose he has instituted 
Sabbaths, sacraments, the minis. 
try of reconciliation, and render- 
ed subservient, thrones, domin- 
ions, principalities and powers. 
Good men, in all ages, encour- 
ged by the promises and prep phet- 
1c declarations, and strong in the 
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faith, that hethat had promised o 
was able to accomplish, have 
zealously espoused this cause. 
Accounting the redemption of 
their fellow men their highest and 
noblest object, they have consi- 
dered the most laborious life and 
the most abundant treasures no 
further valuable than they have 
promoted this end. 

Many periods of the christian 
church have been peculiarly dis- 
tinguished for exertion, but the 
last fifteen years, justly denomi- 
nated the ‘*era of missions,” may 
well claim the pre-eminence. Nev- 
er before prevailed such an avidity 
for evangelical publications, such 
activity in circulating the serip- 
tures, and such zeal in sending 
forth heralds to announce the glad 
tidings of the gospel. In prose- 
cuting these desirable objects, nu- 
merous institutions have been 
formed both in foreign parts and 
on our own shores. To co-operate 
with these institutions in promot- 
ing the welfare of immortal souls 
the Vermont Missionary Soci- 
ETY has risen. ‘Though this So- 
ciety has already experienced the 
aid of liberal contributions, the 
Trustees would deem it inexcusa- 
ble negligence not to accept their 
liberality, who are already dispos- 
ed to cast into the Treasury, or 
not to aim at exciting in othersa 
kindred spirit. The state of the 
Treasury to September last, the 
laborers employ, ang the services 
rendered may be léarnt from the 
accompanying Reports. Some 
monies have been drawn from 
the Treasury since the report, and 
large sums will shortly be due. 
So that without the aid of anoth- 
er contribution our resources will 
soon entirely fail. 

Ministers of the gospel, Friends 


Address. 


37a 2 


of Emmanuel, Wellwishers to the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, Do 
your hearts burn to promote the 
benevolent object of this Society ? 
By using your influence to extend 
the circulation of the ApvrseEr or 
by the gratuitous contributions, 
which we now more particularly 
solicit, you may attain this end. 
Does a_ subject of such obvi- 
ous and acknowledged utility 
need elucidation? Is there any 
necessity of urging men to en- 
list in the cause for which Christ 
shed his blood ; the cause, which 
it is the object of the Deity to pro- 
mote—which he will make the 
rise and fall of empires, and the 
existence of the material world 
subserve ? Is any thing more wor- 
thy of man than to promote the 
happiness especially the Spiritual 
welfare of his fellow men? Look 
at the miseries of the eternal 
world ; consider the worth of the 
soul and that your centributions 
may redeem some from ceaseless 
torment. Will the person, who 
gives a cup of water, in the name 
of a disciple, not loose his reward ! 
Let all then cast into the Treas- 
ury—the rich of their abundance, 
the tender youth and indigent 
widgyw their two mites. If you 
extewad the irberal hand and ac- 
company the gift with fervent 
prayer you subserve the best of 
causes and secure his benediction, 
whose aré all our possessions— 
who can authoritatively announce 
thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make the ruler over 
many things, ewer thou into the 
joy of thy Lord. 


At a meeting of the Trustees of the 
Vermont Missionary Society, Nov. 
$0, 1810, 

Voted, That the Secretary procure 









































376 Revival 
the printing of the preceding ADERESS 
together with the last Report of the 
Trustees and the last Report of the 
Treasurer. 

Voted, That the churches and con- 
gregations of Vermont be requested io 
cont rribute for the benefit of the Socie- 
ty, on the first Sabbath in January 
wext, or on such following § Sabbath as 
may be more convenient. 


Att. T. A. Merritt, Sec’y. 

Nore. The monies collected 
may be paid to Col.Setx Srorrs 
of Middlebury, the Treasurer of 
the Society ; or where thatis in- 
convenient, to either of the Jrus- 
tees, or to either of the Receivers. 
For names of Trustees and Re- 
ceivers, see the Adviser, V. li. pa. 
340. 

Trustees and Receivers are re- 
quested to pay over all monies 
transmitted to them as soon as 
convenient, to the Treasurer. 


REVIVAL IN ORWELL. 


The anxiety of many pious in- 
dividuals has oa less been con- 
sidera 


able, to see the facts detailed, 
respecting the late glorioudifork 
ef God inthis place. That an 
account of them has been with- 
holden longer, than is usual in 
similiar cases, istrue. That there 
have been any sufficient reasons 
for itmay bedoubted. Stiil how- 
ever, a narative of the revival of 
religion in this town may be inter- 
esting and useful At the time 
of my settlement, in the year [868, 

there were about sixty savebers 
belonging to the church. Onthe 
day of my ordination, there exis- 
ted an unusual solemnity, and, as 


a2 Orwell. 
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afterwards appeared, the begin- 
ning of a special religious atten- 
tion. ‘The consequence was that 
about 30 persons gave evidence 
cf being created anew in Christ 
Jesus. After this nothing of im- 
portance occurred, anda “state ot 
uncommon stupidity ensued until 
about the first of last January. 
Previous, however, to any extra- 
ordinary impressions on the minds 
of the unrenewed, there was an 
uncommon degree of animation 
visible in christians. They ap- 
peared to have a deep and peni- 
tent sense of their past remissness, 
and an anxious concern for the 
conversion and salvation of their 
fellow-men. About this time, 
the church, by particular agree- 
ment, and [ trust in their practice, 
set apart three times in a day for 
the purpose of secret devotion, the 
special design of which was to 
implore the convincing and sanc- 
tifying influences of the divine 
spirit. .The consequence was, 
that ors and panera love 
prevailed in the church to as great 
a degree as I have: ever witnessed 
among the friends of Zion. A 
little subsequent to the hopeful 
appearances in the church, several! 
young people were induced to at- 

tend a religious conference in 
Shoreham, an re nttown, in 
which kn uncommonly extensive 
revival of religion then prevailed. 
At this conference two or three of 
them received impressions, which 
never left them until they submit- 
ted unconditionally to theterms of 
salvation. When they returned 
from Shoreham, they attended 
religious conferences, and al- 
though it was some time after, be- 
fore they entertained a hope of 
their conversion to Christ, they 
could not refrain from publicly 











expressing a sense of their danger - 


and of the extreme depravity of 
their hearts. This appeared to 
produce considerable effect upon 
the minds of a number of others. 
From this time religious meetings 
were exceedingly solemn. The 
number of them was also greatly 
increased, and they were generall y 
crowded. ‘The work, about the 
same time, spread with great ra- 
piety into three or four different 
districts. The utmost attention 
was paid to every part of religious 
worship. It was not uncommon 
to see a number of awakened per- 
sons three or four miles distant 
from home. Such was the 
strength of their solicitude to 
know what they should do to be 
saved. In the course of this 
work, it reachedone of theschools. 
And when it is considered what 
obstacles it had to encounter in its 
progress, I a it will be appar- 
ent, that few, if any circumstan- 
ces, occurred among us, which 
tended more effectually to display 
the agency of God and to evince 
the futility of human opposition. 
The preceptor of the school was 
a youth, in age not far from a num- 

er of his scholars, and in senti- 
ment a professed infidel. But the 
power of God was not to be coun- 
teracted, nor his purposes to be 
disannulied. ‘T'wo females, who 
belonged to the school, the oldest 
fifteen, the other eleven, had for 
some time been sensibly impress- 
ed with a view of their lost state 
by nature, and were at ength 
made hopefully the subjects of 

faving grace. At an intermis- 


a 
sion of the school, they called on 


their companions to come and 
hear what God had done for their 
souis, and exhorted them to go to 
Christ, who is a holy, yeta kind 
‘Their ex- 
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and merciful Saviour. 
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hortations had a powerful effect, 
and appeared to be attended with 
the convincing influences of the 
Holy Spirit. "At the e cpiration 
of the common period of the in- 
termission, the preceptor collected 
his scholars, that they might pro- 
ceed with their usual studies. 
But what must have been his sur- 
prise, when, among the whole 
number, consisting of more than 
thirty, there was scarcely one, 
who could fix his attention on any 
thing, except his eternal welfare ! 
On their being first colJected, he 
perceived, that their minds were 
selemn and deeply effected. He 
inquired the cause, and found that 
their impressions were ofa reli- 
gious nature. ‘They desired him 
to pray. But thiak of the ability 
of an infidel to pray, or to poet 
out to inquiring souls the method 
of salvation. In some measure 
conscious of his inability as well 
as indisposition, he sent and re~ 
quested the aid of two men, who 
professed religion. When the re- 
quest came I was providentially 
present and repaired directly to 
the school-house. The ‘scene 
which here presented itself, was 
both joyful and distressing, and 
beyf@id any thing I had ever be- 

fore witnessed, Some were ex- 
claiming that they were going 
immediately to eternal ruin, oth- 
ers, that they’ could not live in 
their present state of distress, and 
others were inquiring in the lan- 
guage of scripture, ** What shall 
we do?’ Aware, that such cir- 
cumstances weré wholly inconsis- 
sistent with communicating infor- 
mation, I felt it necessary to soothe 
their feelings and calm their pas- 

sions, which was at length affect- 
ed, not however, without extreme 
exertion. After the tumu!t of 
their passions had ina measure 








Po - 











oo A 
Mew + 








379° 
aid 


subsided, I made inquiry concer- 
ning ihe state of their miids, and 
found that almost all the oldest 
Scholars were sensible that they 
Were great sinners and justly de- 
serving endless misery, while the 
seston “and agitation of the chil- 


dren were prinerpaily the effect of 


svinpithy. Inthe mean time a 
number of the brethren of the 
church were coliected, and the re- 
mainder of the day was spent m 
praying with the scholar: and giv- 
ing them reieious mstrucuion. 
ihe teacher of the school, who 
should not be forgotten, and who, 
L hope, will be bad in merc:tui re 
membrance before God, stood, 
when I entered his school, appar- 
ently in a state of wonder and a- 
mazement. Knowing his senti- 


menis, I inquired the catise of 


the singu'ar and melancholy con- 
dition, in which I found his schol- 
ars. He replied that he did not 
know. 1 asked himif he had 
been correcting them. He said, 
he had not. 1 ihen asked him 
what he thoueh! was the occasion 
of the preset state of his school. 
He answered that he could al- 
leze no philosophical reason. 
Remaining still dissati:fied. with 
his answer, [ pressed the las@ques- 
tion. Being no longer abe to e- 
— a direct reply. and being un- 

villing to zg ive me an untrue ac 
pains, ot his opi inion, he answered, 
with tears mvoluntarily burst 
ine from his .eyes, ‘“ I begin 
to think itis the spirit of God. 2 
“ And well you aie > | answer 


ed; ‘for l donot sce how an 
Atheist could doubt it.’ From 


that pefiod, he began to be alarm- 
ed, and continued to be concern 
ed until, as is charitably hoped by 
christians, he was translated from 
darkness into light. The work 
# this school ‘:crminated in the 


Revival in Ormell. 


(Dre. 


hopeful conversion of the master 
and, if my recollection be correct, 
of sixteen of the oldest of his schol. 
ars, A Similar occurrence was 
witnessed in another school, but 
not so striking, and nothing pecu- 
liarly interesting attended i, dif- 
ferent from whac has been related 
in the preceding account. 

Two Deizts,one or two Univere 
Salists; three or four persons, 
above filty, and two, . bove seven- 
ty have been, in the judgement of 
charity, born into the Kingdom of 

‘hrist. One of them has since 
died in the triumphs oi 

‘Lhe means of conviction were 
various. Some dated their first 
concern from hearing the experi- 
ence of others, some from exhor~ 
tation, others from 5 prcecane, or 
from the doctrine of election, an 
apprehension, that they were not 
lected, arising in their minds. 

Then vumbers of different ages, 
who have been, as it is hoped, sa- 
vingly ti terested in this work are 
the following ; Forty between 
eizht and fourteen 3 fifty between 
fourteen and tw enty three; and 
fifty seven or eight from twenty 
three and upward. 

Among one hundred and fifty 
who are considered subjects of the 
work, I know of but four or mon 
instances of such backsliding, a 
should destroy christian chi atten 

The effusion of the divine Spirit 
among us appeared to terminate 
last Aprtl. Since that time no- 
thing uncommon has occurred. 
Seventy six have joined our 
church, ten stand propounded, 
‘twenty, or not far from that 
number, have united with the bap- 
tists. The remainder have not 


idlille 


yet made a public profession of 


their faith. 


Mason KnapPen. 
Orwell, October 26, 1810. 
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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS. 


SENSIBLE of the highly responsible trust reposed in the Editors 
of the Adviser, they beg leave, in closing the second volume, to 
offer a number of remarks for serious consideration. 

It is with grateful satisfacti.n, that they bave witnessed the libe- 
ra! and increasing patronage, with which the work has been favor- 
ed. En cotuased by this pleasing circumstance still to proceed, in 
the duty assigned them by the General Convention, they ardently 
hope that by means of the establishment, many, who are now Wane 
derin; yin the mazes of delusion and i impenitence, will be “ turned to 
” Ics their fervent prayer, Waat through m- 
finite orace, it may be instrumen.al of convey ing to thou-aids sea~ 


the wisdom of the jus! , 


sonuo!e admonition and divine iluminuion ; of rendering tiem the 
heirs of lasting felicity, and finally partakers of “ an eterna! weight 
of glory.” 

They feela determination, that throuch the assistance of God, 
perniog shall be wanting on their part to render the publication tru- 
ly interesting, correctly instructive, evangelically useful. Pressed, 
“NA by a muititude of cares, always tnseparabie from the ar- 
duous work of the gospel ministry, they are not insensibie with what 
difficulty they can do justice to so great an undertaking. 

But when they reflect on the distressed situation of precious souls, 
in the infant pertlonnedies. ready to p.rish for lack of vision, they would 
deem ita cold and inexcusable negligence not to devise, and vigorous 
ly execute, every practicable measure for their relief. It is ¢dcir relief 
which claims the earnest attention of all che benevolent patrons of this 
work. One object cf the establishment was ¢heir relief. And by a diffue 
sion of evangelical knowledge, by a eineitit exhibition of religious 
intelligence, by a humble attempt to be instrumenta! of communiea- 
ting the unspeakable eorisolations of «“ putt and andefied religion,” 
the Editors would strenuously labor to accomplish this purpose. 

This interesting peyret is designed to be promoted, not only by 
the circutation, but also by the tale of the Magazines The saie, it is 
true, is principaily among subscrivers, who are favored with the stated 
ministration of the word and ordinances; though there is a respectae 
ble number of such:as are diiferently situated. But it should be 
considered, that ‘the profits of this work are devoted to the use of 
the Vermont Missionary Society.” Of course, by the means of ni. 
ous and faithful missionaries, all those profits are ultimately received 
by the needy inhabitants of the new settlements. So that whoever 
subscribes and pays for the Adviser promotes the double purpose of 
furnishing himself with means of religious instruction, and of contri. 
buting for the promulgation of the cospel among the destitute. Sub. 
























































380 Editors’ Address. 


scribers, whe have their residence where the gospel ministry is not 
statedly enjoyed, not only receive a publication the cl heapest of the 
kind, but they are also remunerated by the blessing of missionary la- 
bors. 

The Editors, then, will not be considered as acting with sinister 
Views, though they should even solicit the patronage of a//, who are 
able to cofftribute a cen# of property, a mite of influence, or a single 
petition at the throne of grace. It is not their own cause they plead ; 
but the cause of the poor and perishing of the wilderness; it i8 the 
Cause of immortal souls ; it isthe interest of multitudes, who are rap- 
idly rushing to remediless destruction: in a,word, it is the cause of 
truth, and the cause of God. Surrounded with thousands whe are 
too ignorant to know their danger, what emotions of solicitude should 
every one feel, who is better sabrina ? Seeing them too much pal- 
sied with sin to realize their need of the remedy, what generous com- 
passion should all manifest wha have been graciously healed by the 
Physician of souls. Is it nota solemn and affecting considerations 
that such vast numbers of unhappy mortals, are too heedless to re- 
gard instruction; too blind to see the light of divine truth 3 too car- 

nal to enjoy spiritual life and peace ; too earthly minded to lay up 
treasures in heaven; too anxious for the mortal body to make pro- 
vision for the never-dying soul; too lofty in their imaginations to 
seek after God; too rebellious to obey his laws; too stubborn to 
submit toauthority ; too unbelieving to credit his declarations, and re. 
ceive his dear Son; and ir short, too presumptuous to avoid the road 
which leads to destruction? Is not this alas, the deplorable situation 
of thousands? Distressing thought! Oh how fallen is man! How 
wretched ! lost! lost! In the view of such a spectacle of misery, 
ais pious heart does not throb with pity ? Whose yearning tender- 
ness isnot excited? Whose,Christian bosom does not melt? Whose 
zeal does not enkindle ? Whose generous spirit does not burn? It 
should seem that all, who have the love of souls at heart, and who 
delight in rendering the miserable happy, would be stimulated to in- 
quire for means, and ask for opportunities. Various eligible meas- 
ures may doubtless be pursued to good effect. But the Editors 
greatly misjudge, if there are other means attended with so little ex- 
pense, which can be made so extensively beneficial as the periodical 
publication of an « angel! ical magazine. Not to say this, they would 
fail to do sabiicy i to yi most correct opinion, which they have been 
able to ferm. 

As to the Adviser, they earnestly hope, and they pledge them- 
selves, that by divine assistance, their faithful endeavors to render it 
both interesting and useful, shall be proportionate to its increasing 


patr nage. Tre Eprrors, 
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